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Why is a Structural Engineer (SE) License necessary?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The primary goal for proposing a SE License in Connecticut is to increase public life safety.  Over the past several years, building codes and design guides have become much more complex which has greatly increased the complexity of design.  Implementation of these codes and guides should be performed by individuals qualified to practice structural engineering.  A separate SE License would be a specialty license and a subcategory of a CT Professional Engineer license which would be required for complex buildings.

I’m a practicing structural engineer with an active PE license, how do I obtain a SE License?
The intent of this license is not to affect practicing structural engineers.  As of the date of adoption, any practicing structural engineer with an active CT Professional Engineer license would have 12 months from their next license renewal date to apply for an SE License thru a transition clause.  This would allow qualified licensed structural engineers to continue practicing without having to meet all the requirements of the new partial practice act.

How would the transitioning process work?
During the transition process period, an SE License could be granted any one of the following ways:
1. Applicant must complete a form which will describe the engineer’s professional structural design and engineering experience, provide professional references that attest to the engineer’s structural engineering capability and submit a signed affidavit which states that the engineer is currently engaged in the practice of structural engineering.
2. Applicant successfully completed the 16 hour NCEES PE Structural Engineering exam.
3. Applicant is an active member of the Structural Engineering Certification Board (SECB).
4. Applicant has an active SE License from another state.

If you aren’t granted an SE license through the transition process, how would you obtain a SE License?
If you miss the transition application period, or do not qualify at that time, the applicants would  be required to successfully complete the 16 hour NCEES PE Structural Engineering exam in addition to meeting the current CT statutes (Sec.20-302) for a Professional Engineer (graduation from college approved by the board, specific record of four years of structural engineering experience, etc).  Other than engineers who apply for an SE license through the transition process, you would not need a PE license prior to obtaining a SE license.

Would every building be required to be designed by a SE?  
No, only additions and proposed structures which exceed the following threshold limits would be required to be designed by a SE (same as requirements for independent structural review per Connecticut General Statues Sec. 29-276b and CT building code 106.1.5):
1. Having 4 stories
2. 60 feet in height
3. Clear span of 150’ in width
4. Containing 150,000 sf of total gross floor area
5. Occupancy of 1000 persons
6. Use group I (institutional) with 150 beds or persons, use group R-1 (residential) with single structure with 200 rooms, use group R-2 (multi-family residential) with single structure with 100 dwelling units or use group S (storage) with 250,000 sf or parking structures with 1000 cars.

What portion of building design requires SE License?
Only the primary structural support system would be required to be designed by a SE.  Geotechnical piles, sheetpiliing, temporary and miscellaneous structural subsystems and components would not be required to be designed by a SE. 

Would there be there be additional fees?
Applying for the transition clause would require an additional fee.  

Will continuing education credits be required to maintain SE License?
Yes.  Documentation of a minimum of 15 Professional Development Hours (PDH’s) of continuing education and/or professional development specific to structural engineering would be required each year during license renewal.

Would I be able to stamp other disciplines drawings with a SE License?
Yes, a SE license would be equivalent to a PE license for other discipline drawings provided the individual is qualified to stamp those drawings per CT statutes.

Would a CT SE license give me reciprocity in other states?
Maybe.  Each state has different testing, education and experience requirements for obtaining a SE license.  For example, California requires an applicant to have a PE plus 3 year’s experience in addition to passing the NCEES SE test and a state specific test.
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